
Don’t Just Stand There 

Luke 24:44-53 

Acts 1:1-11 

 

Both of today’s Scripture readings were penned by the man known as 

Luke.  Luke was not one of Jesus’ original 12 disciples, but rather a 

traveling companion of Paul, the former persecutor of the infant church.  

Not being a contemporary of Jesus, he would have gleaned this 

information from eyewitnesses to the life of Jesus, as well as writings 

available in his day. Luke’s writing gives credence to the belief that he 

was a learned man, known as a physician in his day.  He has an eye for 

detail in both his history of Jesus and the Acts of the Apostles. Both 

books have blessed the church through the ages.  

One detail noted in the Book of Luke is that the story of Jesus and his 

ministry begins and ends in the Temple.  Luke 1 opens with a heavenly 

announcement made to the priest, Zechariah, as he served in the Holy of 

Holies that his long-awaited child would be the forerunner for the 

Messiah.   In Luke 24, the book closes with Jesus’ disciples meeting 

daily in the Temple praising God.  It seems fitting that the story of Jesus 

should begin and end in God’s House.  However, Luke 24 isn’t exactly 

the end of Jesus’ story. 



Each of the Synoptic Gospels - Matthew, Mark, and Luke - ends with 

Jesus giving directions to the disciples to go forth and make disciples of 

all nations prior to his ascension into heaven.  The Book of Acts picks 

up there with a slightly different retelling of Jesus’ final moments with 

his disciples as they take on the mantle of leadership in the budding 

church.  As we read these first verses in Acts, it’s not hard to image 

Jesus doing a palm to the forehead gesture over his band of followers 

and their continued lack of understanding. 

A quick background before looking at this last meeting between Jesus 

and his disciples.  On Good Friday, Jesus was crucified, and his band of 

followers scattered.  On Easter morning, women went to the grave only 

to find it empty.  While at the grave, Mary Magdalene had a close 

encounter with the newly risen Jesus, who asked her to tell his friends he 

was coming to them.  We read that on several occasions Jesus appeared 

to his friends – walking along the road, behind closed doors that had 

been locked against anyone trying to enter, and even hosting a fish fry 

on the beach. 

Prior to his death and after his resurrection, Jesus tried to teach his 

disciples about what all this meant.  So, in today’s reading we find Jesus 

about to ascend back to God after spending 40 days still giving 

instruction to the disciples.  Had he gotten through to them?  It would 

appear not!  He had been preaching the Kingdom of God from the 

beginning of his ministry and in these final moments they are asking him 



about the kingdom of Israel.  Even after his brutal death, miraculous 

resurrection, and 40 days of walking, talking, and eating with them, the 

disciples still don’t seem to grasp what Jesus was about. 

Maybe it’s helpful to remember that for most of the Israelite population, 

the anticipated Messiah would be a warrior king, like the great King 

David.  It would then make sense to the disciples that after the great 

showing made by Jesus of rising from the dead and engaging with so 

many people over the last 40 days that it was now showtime!  Now 

would be the time for Jesus to make his big move and overthrow the 

Romans and restore the nation of Israel.  But that’s not what Jesus just 

told them. 

Perhaps they had missed that Jesus just instructed them that they were to 

assume leadership of the Way, as the movement had become known.  He 

told them that just as John had baptized with water, they would soon be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit had been present with them 

through Jesus all this time.  Now the time had come that the Spirit would 

be in them to carry the Word to all the world, beginning in Jerusalem.  

Then, like ripples in a pond, the Word would spread through Judea and 

into Samaria, then eventually to the ends of the earth.  They only had to 

wait a few days in Jerusalem until the Spirit came to them. 

Having given them these instructions, he blessed the disciples, and was 

carried up to heaven.  After witnessing Jesus’ ascension, the disciples 



appear to stand, dumbfounded, looking into heaven after him.  Suddenly, 

we are told, two men dressed in white stood beside them asking, “Why 

are you standing here staring into the sky?”  I can almost hear them 

saying, “Guys!  Jesus just gave you marching orders.  You aren’t getting 

anything done standing around here slack jawed. YOU are to be Jesus’ 

witnesses.  This whole time you thought following Jesus was about the 

world’s expectations of a grand military leader, well it’s not!  It’s about 

being His witnesses, so the things that you have learned and know will 

now expand into the entire world, bringing far reaching transformation.  

Don’t just stand there trying to see where Jesus went.  You need to get 

busy doing his work!”   

The men go on to say that Jesus will return.  Again, I can hear them 

saying to the disciples, “Do you remember the story about the servants 

trusted with talents while their master was away?  Those that earned a 

good return on those talents were rewarded by the master, but the 

servant who made no use of the talent given him was cast out into the 

utter darkness.  Don’t let that be you!” 

In the 21st century church, we are those disciples.  How often do we find 

ourselves staring slack jawed at heaven waiting for God to do 

something?  This called to my mind the words from the song “Do 

Something”, by Matthew West, that starts like this: 



I woke up this morning 

Saw a world full of trouble now 

Thought, how'd we ever get so far down 

How's it ever gonna turn around 

So I turned my eyes to Heaven 

I thought, "God, why don't You do something?" 

Well, I just couldn't bear the thought of 

People living in poverty 

Children sold into slavery 

The thought disgusted me 

So, I shot my fist at Heaven 

Said, "God, why don't You do something?" 

He said, "I did, I created you" 

 

For the past three days I have been attending the virtual New and Renew 

Conference, sponsored by Church of the Brethren Discipleship 

Ministries.  We have been hearing about ways to be Jesus’ hands and 

feet in our communities because that is what we have been created to do.  

We are not called to stare into the heavenly realms looking for a vapor-

trail skywritten message from God.  Through His Word, God is telling 

us, “Don’t just stand there!  Get a move on in My name.  I will be 

coming back, so be prepared to give an account!” 

 



This morning, I invite all of you to think about how we can be God’s 

presence in this community.  Dream Big!  Think about what you would 

like to see us do to meet the needs of our neighbors.  Dream as if time, 

money, and manpower are not an issue, because we know that God will 

provide all those things, if it is in His will that it be done. Let me know 

what your ideas are. I’d love to hear from you so we can begin to pray 

over your ideas. Let us start in Hatfield, our Jerusalem, and watch God’s 

light and love spread to neighboring communities, throughout our state 

and nation, even around the world.  May it be so. 
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