
Groundhogs 

Romans 12:1-8 

 

I’d like to share with you about my run-in with a groundhog.  You are probably all 

familiar with groundhogs.  They are perhaps the second most popular wild animal 

in Pennsylvania, behind our state animal - the white-tailed deer.  Popularized by 

Punxsutawney Phil and Gus, the mascot of the Pennsylvania lottery, these furry 

little marmots are easily identifiable.  We have all seen goundhogs along the side 

of the road, waddling here and there in search of whatever it is that groundhogs go 

looking for.   

 

In this instance I was surprised by this groundhog because it was standing in the 

middle of my yard in Telford.  I was leaving the house one morning and as I closed 

the door and turned to leave, there he was looking at me (at least I think it was a 

he).  Well, I said “EEK!” and he said “EEK!” (at least that’s what I think he said).  

Then he streaked under the side deck, under the fence, along the side of the house 

and disappeared under our back deck. 

 

Now I don’t have anything in particular against groundhogs.  I’m basically an 

animal lover.  But having a groundhog in my yard does cause me some concern 

because I also have dogs that use that yard.  What would happen if my dogs got 

wind of the groundhog?  They are hunters after all.  What if the groundhog got 

wind of my dogs?  As cute and cuddly as they may seem, I’ve heard that 

groundhogs can be quite unpleasant critters.  Besides the danger aspect, 

groundhogs are herbivores and would love to feast on my vegetable garden.  They 

dig burrows, too, and I can just see myself breaking an ankle stepping into one of 



their holes in the ground.  I just don’t think having a groundhog in my yard is a 

good idea.  Gotta get a trap. 

 

As I thought more about this groundhog, I wondered where he had come from.  He 

seemed pretty familiar with the route out of the yard and under the deck.  Were he 

and the missus raising a litter of little groundhogs under my deck?  We’ve had this 

happen with bunnies before. I was okay with that, I’m not so sure that I want a 

family of groundhogs living under my deck.  And if he is raising his brood under 

our deck, how long has he been there and how long does he plan to stay?  Really 

gotta get a trap. 

 

The more I thought about the groundhog in my yard and under my deck, the more I 

found myself thinking about the other “groundhogs” in my life.  You know, those 

things that are common for the world around me (like the critter in my back yard), 

but not things that I necessarily want to have in my life.  Do you ever wonder 

about these things? 

 

We know the Lord has given thought to these things, because we have today’s 

words from Paul’s letter to the Romans: 

 

2  Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 

God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

 

“Do not conform to the pattern of this world.”  In ancient Palestine there were 

many things that were not good to conform to:  idol worship, child sacrifice and 

infanticide, adultery, deadly games staged as entertainment in the arenas of the 



day, shady business practices, and the list goes on.  Paul reminds the new 

Christians in Rome that their minds are to be made new in Christ.  If they were to 

remain in the practices of their pasts, there would be no newness in their lives.  

They would not be able to discern God’s will for them.  This was important then, 

and still is today, to be able to discern God’s will in the lives of his people. Why?  

Because God’s will is good, pleasing, and perfect.  Who wouldn’t want that? 

 

Even more important than the question of who wouldn’t want that, is the 

understanding that this is what God wants for us.  He wants us to renew our minds 

with those things that build up the body of Christ.  He also understands that as 

people coming to Him from out of the world, we may struggle with those things 

we knew while we were still in the world. 

 

Granted in 21st century America I’m not aware that anyone practices temple 

prostitution, child sacrifice, or gladiator games.  But does that mean we’ve 

overcome the world?  Hardly.  Here are a few of the things I’ve noticed in my own 

life, are any of them familiar to you? 

 

When I turn on the radio, there are programs meant to shock you with their 

vulgarity. I don’t scan the radio dial anymore, it’s locked onto a local Christian 

station. At home I turn on the TV and find shows that are hardly family friendly on 

at times when children are likely to be watching. It’s getting harder to find shows 

that don’t offend with their language or images.  I’m embarrassed to watch a PG-

13 movie with my grandchildren.  Going to sporting events opens you up to 

hearing and seeing all manner of crude language, both spoken and body language, 

as well as the unbridled aggression of those in the stands who work themselves 

into a frenzy over tensions expressed on the field of play.  And there’s more… 



 

Given our country’s current economic and political state, I don’t feel the need to 

speak on the subjects of greed, avarice, and gluttony.  I believe they have spoken 

loudly enough for themselves.  And I don’t know about you, but I find myself on 

overload from the acrimony pouring out of Washington from both major parties. It 

can be difficult to separate yourself from the finger-pointing and name-calling of 

our elected officials. 

 

So, what are we to do?  How do we not conform to the world and renew our minds 

in Christ with so many groundhogs around?  We gotta get a trap!  What kind of 

trap?  I don’t think the Hav-A-Heart we used on the groundhog will work in this 

instance.  However, Paul offered an answer to that question in his letter to the 

Philippians when he wrote this: 

 

Philippians 4:8 (NIV2011)  

8  Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever 

is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if 

anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. 

 

This trap doesn’t cost a dime, there are no remains to dispose of, and you won’t 

catch your fingers in it when you set it.  With this trap you will renew your mind to 

conform to the mind of Christ.  This trap will capture all those worldly thoughts, 

replacing them with the things that God considers thought-worthy. When you are 

conformed to the mind of Christ you will no longer be conformed to the world and 

therefore be able to discern the perfect will of God the Father. 

 



Although I did eventually get a trap to catch the groundhog in my yard, he 

appeared to have already moved on without my help.  Just as well, I’m not 

interested in running a groundhog relocation program.  By employing the trap Paul 

recommends I am now able to catch those other “goundhogs” in my life that can 

bring such destruction.  Those worries of the world that can burrow into my heart 

and mind and bring me distress, are taken captive and replaced with the peace of 

Jesus. 

 

The good news today is that this can work for you, too.  

 

Let’s pray 

 

Lord – there is much in the world that is destructive to our bodies, our minds, and 

our spirits.  Help us trap for ourselves those things that build up and to release 

those things that tear down.  For in doing so we will move closer to you and your 

perfect will for our lives.  Thank you, Lord, for being mindful of us.  We pray this 

is the name of your son Jesus.  AMEN 
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