
If Jesus is King, Why is the World Such a Mess? 
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14, Revelation 1:4b-8, John 18:33-37 

 

“Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from 

the seven spirits before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the 

firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.”… 

We need this grace this morning. We need the peace that comes from Jesus. We need 

the light of the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead - Jesus, the ruler of the kings 

of the earth. 

Ruler of the kings of the earth; presidents and prime ministers; generals and department 

chairs; princes and popes. Jesus is sovereign over all of them. God has given him 

“dominion and glory and kingship, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve 

him” (Daniel 7:14). He is king of kings and lord of lords…Can I get an ‘amen’?... 

It can be hard to tell, though, can’t it? It’s hard to blame us if we have a tough time 

believing that Jesus is master and commander of the world we live in. I mean, look at it! 

Wars and threats of violence. Hate. Fear. The rising tide of climate change - drought and 

smoke and hurricanes and floods. Refugees and immigrants by the millions. We live in a 

world where grinding poverty is the norm, while those at the top wallow in luxury and 

self-deception. 

Something is wrong…Where are you, king Jesus? Where is the faithful witness, the 

firstborn from the dead? Where is the sovereign power that God has promised us for so 

long, the throne that will crush the might of the Beast and establish a society of peace 

and justice?...I don’t see it. Do you? 

How much longer are we supposed to wait? 

That’s what the disciples wanted to know. Jesus’ first disciples, who followed him from  
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Galilee all the way to Jerusalem. They knew their teacher, Jesus, was the future king of 

Israel. The messiah. He was going to be large and in charge, just you wait and see! 

We’re still waiting. And just like Peter, James, John, and all the others, we modern-day 

disciples of Jesus are hungry to see “all peoples, nations, and languages [serving him.]” 

We long for the “everlasting dominion that shall not pass away,” the age of wholeness, 

healing, and truth that God’s messiah promises us. 

We’ve been waiting a long time. For most of the two thousand years since the 

resurrection, the posture of the church has been one of expectant waiting. Living in the 

tension of “now, but not yet” - with an emphasis on the “not yet.” Grappling with the 

reality that things still aren’t the way they’re supposed to be - the way that God created 

us to live… 

Despite the reality of the resurrection, everywhere we look, we find our world still in a 

fallen state. Sins and sorrows still grow. Thorns infest the ground. When will Jesus come 

to make his blessings flow, far as the curse is found?... 

Joy to the world! That’s what we want to see. “Joy to world, the Lord has come! Let earth 

receive her king. Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing.”… 

That’s the joy we seek. That’s what we want to see. We saw it in the light of the 

resurrection. We saw it in the power and presence of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. We’ve 

seen it again, and again, throughout successive movements of the Holy Spirit throughout 

history. Jesus keeps coming. Keeps teaching. Keeps reigning in our hearts, minds, spirits, 

and lives as communities. He is risen!... 

So why hasn’t he come to reign? I mean openly, outwardly, permanently? Why hasn’t 

Jesus conquered the world, banished sin and suffering forever? Why hasn’t God finally 

put an end to humanity’s madness and destroyed those who are destroying the earth?  
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When will Jesus come to rule, not just in our hearts, not just in our personal lives, but in 

our life as a civilization? When will it finally be that every knee will bend, and every 

tongue confess, that Jesus Christ is Lord?(Phil 2:10-11). When will we be changed, 

transformed once and for all? 

That’s the promise, after all. That’s the end game. The Day of the Lord. 

The prophets have been telling us about this day for thousands of years. The day when 

God will have the final victory. The earth will be restored. Justice will be done, and he will 

wipe away every tear. To use the imagery of the prophet Daniel, the court will sit in 

judgement and the books will be opened. 

When will Jesus’ court finally be in session? When will he come to judge the nations and 

save us from ourselves? When will Jesus reign as king?... 

In our gospel reading this morning, John tells us about Jesus’ encounter with Pontius 

Pilate, the governor of Roman Palestine. Pilate is not a king, but he is a powerful man. He 

is the civil authority, appointed by the Roman emperor to oversee the occupation of 

Judea. His job is to administer justice - to mete out rewards and punishments - in the 

kingdom of Caesar. 

It says in our text that Pilate “went back inside his palace” to talk with Jesus again 

because he had just been outside talking with the Jewish religious authorities. Pilate 

suggests that the Jews should try Jesus according to Jewish law. But the priests ask Pilate 

to try the case, because only Rome is allowed to execute people. 

That’s always been one of the major marks of sovereignty, of dominance: A monopoly on 

violence. As the imperial sovereign in the region, Rome reserves certain rights to itself. 

Especially the right to kill. 
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So Pilate re-enters his palace to conduct a cross-examination. Who is this Jesus? Is he a 

revolutionary, someone worthy of being broken on a Roman cross? Or is he just some 

local heretic, a danger to the priestly establishment perhaps, but no threat to Rome? 

“Are you the king of the Jews?” Pilate asks Jesus. “Your own people and chief priests 

handed you over to me. What is it you have done?” 

Now something interesting here is that according to John’s gospel the Jewish authorities 

don’t accuse Jesus of claiming to be king. But Pilate wants to know. For Pilate, probably 

the only crime worth his time and attention is insurrection. So is Jesus an insurrectionist? 

Does he challenge the lordship of Caesar? Is he a king? 

Something I love about Jesus is that he never answers questions directly - if they’re asked 

in bad faith. So when Pilate asks him whether he’s a king, Jesus replies in this way: “You 

say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came into the world is to testify to 

the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” (John 18:37) 

Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to me, listens to my voice. 

“‘I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, ‘who is, and who was, and who is to 

come, the Almighty.’” (Rev 1:8). Jesus has come to testify to the A and the Z, the 

beginning and the end. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to his voice. Everyone 

who hears the word of God -  and does it - is his mother, sister, and brother (John 8:47). 

Everyone who hears the word of God -  and does it - builds his house upon the rock (Matt 

7:24). Jesus has been given an everlasting dominion that shall never pass away - because 

the truth will never pass away. When we hear the truth and obey it, Jesus becomes our 

king. 

And that’s great. But it’s also a little bit vague, isn’t it? Pilate obviously thinks so. His 

response to Jesus’ words: “What is truth?”… Now, that’s a question for today!!... 
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What is truth? It’s a fair question. Because it’s hard to tell sometimes. The rulers of this 

world all have their own version of ‘truth.’ There’s the truth of the marketplace (supply & 

demand), the truth of Wall Street (bull or bear). There’s the truth of endless technological 

progress and innovation, the truth of Silicon Valley. There’s the truth of might-makes-

right, the truth of the Pentagon. The truth of political leaders (facts and alternative facts). 

There are so many truths, and so many powers vying for our allegiance. These kingdoms 

of money and violence and progress are so seductive because they have demonstrated 

their power again and again. We know the pleasure they can provide…and the terror they 

can inflict. 

But what is the truth Jesus speaks of? What kind of kingdom is this? What does it mean 

to listen to his voice amidst the roar of empires and governments? 

The reign of Jesus is unlike anything we have ever experienced before, is unlike anything 

we ever could experience within the intellectual and emotional confines of human 

empire. Jesus tries to explain this to Pilate. He says, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it 

were, my servants, my followers would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. 

But now my kingdom is from another place.” 

My kingdom is not from here. Not from this world; this world of countries, governments. 

Well, what world is it then? What is this world where truth is alive and Jesus is king? 

When will we see this world outside our windows, in the workplace, and in our public 

policy? When will the kingdom finally come, as we have been promised throughout 

scripture, with visible power and glory? - “One like the son of man (a human being), 

coming with the clouds of heaven”(Daniel 7:13). 

We’ve been waiting for so long. “Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was 

and who is to come … and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the 

dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.”… 
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We need this grace. We need this truth. We need the reality of his resurrection in our 

own bodies. We need his love - for ourselves, and to share with the broken world around 

us… 

Jesus’ kingdom is not of this world - this present social order, this present economic 

system, and spiritual state that we’re in. His kingdom can’t be held back or denied by all 

the lies that this world calls “truth.” It can’t be snuffed out by the darkness of evil, 

cowardice, and indifference. This light shines in the darkness, and the darkness cannot 

overcome it. 

We need this light. We need the presence “to him who loves us and has freed us from 

our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and 

Father” (Rev 1:5-6)…That’s our calling. That’s our destiny. That’s our kingdom, even in the 

midst of all this grief and loss. To be freed from all the weights and confusions that hold 

us back from love. 

We are called into a new social reality as his followers, disciples who belong to the truth 

and listen to his voice. We are, each and every one of us, called to be priests serving the 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus. Belonging to the truth, we listen to his voice. 

We’ve been waiting for so long. 

The kingdom of God is coming, and it’s here. It’s like a mustard seed, growing before our 

eyes. Growing right back up even when the evil of this world takes a lawnmower to it. 

The darkness cannot overcome it. It cannot overcome us. It cannot defeat us as we hear 

the truth and listen to Jesus’ voice. 

In spite of our weariness and doubt and waiting, we say with the early church: “’Look! He 

is coming with the clouds’, and ‘every eye will see him, even those who pierced him’; and 

all peoples on earth’ will mourn because of him’” (Rev 1:7). So it is to be. Amen. 
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