
Remember! 
Matthew 25:31-46 

Dorothy Day was founder of the Catholic Worker movement in 1933 and an outspoken 

advocate for justice and peace…As she was approaching her death in 1980, she said: 

 I try to think back; I try to remember this life that the Lord gave me; the other day I 

 wrote down the words ‘a life remembered,’ and I was going to try to make a 

 summary for myself, to write what mattered most - but I couldn’t do it. I just sat 

 there and thought of our Lord, and his visit to us all those centuries ago, and I said 

 to myself that my great luck was to have had him on my mind for so long in my life! 

What do you and I have on our minds? What occupies center stage in our thoughts and 

our energy? For Dorothy Day, it was a sense of gratitude for God’s remarkable grace in 

the gift of Jesus Christ. I believe Dorothy did not consciously have Jesus on her mind 

every waking hour. Instead, she was no doubt much like the faithful in this morning’s 

Gospel lesson who quite unconsciously…“unself”-consciously express their devotion to 

God as they serve sisters and brothers in need. New Testament scholar William Barclay 

stressed that those who feed the hungry in Christ’s name, those who clothe the naked, 

welcome the stranger, and visit the sick and the imprisoned, do so because they literally 

cannot stop themselves. Barclay writes, “[Each deed of service] is the natural, instinctive, 

quite uncalculating reaction of the loving heart.” 

Consider today’s Gospel lesson from Matthew 25, long familiar to us Brethren, with its 

challenge to serve “the least of these” among us. Sometimes called a parable, it is rather 

an end-times drama, picturing the return of the Son of Man. People from all nations are 

gathered before Jesus, and they find themselves divided into sheep and goats. This is the 

only scene in the New Testament with any details portraying the last judgment, and no 

doubt to the surprise of those who advocate doctrinal purity, there is no question of what 

individuals believe. Rather, the focus is on what people do. The focus is on the depth of 

our love and care for those persons around us who are in need. 
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Throughout his ministry Jesus taught that the heart of faithfulness to God is 

demonstrated in compassionate living. We can see in our passage this morning that 

faithful living is evidenced by a commitment to extending acts of self-giving love. Indeed, 

Jesus is asserting that response to people in need - or failure to respond - is either a 

response to Christ, or a failure to respond to Christ. Francis of Assisi took hold of this 

message and challenged his followers who, as a community, struggled to embrace the 

way of Christ with these words: 

 Keep a clear eye toward life’s end. Do not forget your purpose and destiny as God’s 

 creature. What you are in God’s sight is what you are…and nothing more. 

 Remember that when you leave this earth, you can take nothing you have 

 received…but only what you have given; a full heart enriched by honest service, 

 love, sacrifice, and courage. 

At the center of our Christian faith is the experience of gratitude - gratitude for God’s 

gracious and steadfast love; gratitude for the gift of life itself; gratitude for the varied 

experiences and opportunities that come our way; gratitude for the beauty of creation; 

gratitude for relationships that sustain, nurture, and challenge us…It is a matter of 

learning to embrace God’s good gifts, God’s blessings in life. When we live in gratitude - 

when we recognize all that we have, all that we are, comes as gift from God, then, along 

with Francis of Assisi, we discover that our hearts are full, “enriched by honest service, 

love, sacrifice, and courage.” Blessed by the loving touch of God, we are given eyes to see 

the blessedness of others. And so we give, not in order to achieve God’s acceptance. 

Much more, our giving, our willingness to share, our acts of service - all these are 

expressions of our gratitude to God for a gift we cannot earn, the gift of gracious 

acceptance, the gift of a love that will not let us go. 
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Our deeds of service, as William Barclay suggests, represent the instinctive and quite 

uncalculating response of a heart that has been loved and that is called to love. This is 

why the faithful in today’s Gospel lesson have to ask, “LORD, when did we see you hungry 

and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a 

stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick 

or in prison and go to visit you?” And the response comes, “Truly I tell you, whatever you 

did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” (Matt 

25:37-40)…You shared and served out of love; you responded with a sense of holy 

gratitude in your hearts. 

The very word eucharist, taken from the Greek, means thanksgiving - expressing 

gratitude to God for the bread of life sustaining, encouraging, upholding, guiding, 

renewing, redeeming us. It is a matter of expressing thanks, as Dorothy Day reminds us, 

for the wonder of God in Jesus Christ “visiting us” centuries ago, and, even now, being 

present in us, and among us, through the Holy Spirit. 

Surely that’s why Jesus, on the night of his betrayal, took the bread and the cup, and after 

blessing each, instructed the disciples, “Do this in remembrance of me” (1 Corinthians 

11:24, 25). There is power in remembering, for remembrance evokes gratitude.  

Remembering the self-giving love of God, expressed as Jesus offers his life for us. 

Remembering the promise of new life, as the risen Christ offers us hope in a world 

seemingly hell-bent on pathways of warfare and violence and oppression. As the risen 

Christ offers us peace in a world of suspicion and fear, and as Christ Jesus offers us grace 

in a world far more focused on competition, status, and success. Remembering our call to 

be peacemakers and reconcilers in the name of Christ, doing those things that bring 

healing and wholeness to the world. Wayne Muller, an ordained minister in the 

Methodist Church, author, and therapist in an article wrote: 



4 
 

 The heart of most spiritual discipline is simply this: Remember! Remember who 

 you are. Remember what you love. Remember what is sacred. Remember what is 

 true. Remember that you will die, and that this day is a gift. Remember how you 

 wish to live. 

Remember how you wish to live. The faithful in this morning’s Gospel lesson so 

remembered how they wished to live that a lifestyle of self-giving love and servanthood 

literally became second nature to them. So shall it be for us as well, as we remember and 

celebrate God’s immeasurable kindness, compassion, mercy and grace? So with Dorothy 

Day, we shall affirm, “It has been our great fortune to have had Jesus and his 

compassionate love on our minds for so long in our lives”? May it be so among us. Amen. 
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