This is not the end
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17

Dateline November 2025, news around the world:

“The whole place is blown apart: 90% of Jamaican town’s homes

destroyed” by Hurricane Melissa

“Ukrainian drones reach deep inside Russia as battle for key city rages

29

on
“At least 20 dead after magnitude-6.3 earthquake hits Afghanistan”
“Famine tightens grip on Sudan, with civilians trapped and aid blocked”
“Thousands in overcrowded shelters in Gaza amid Israel shelling.”
PAUSE

Dateline 30 AD, news in the ancient world:

Itinerant rabbi, Jesus ben Joseph, states: “S For many will come in
my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,” and will deceive

many. ® You will hear of wars and rumors of wars but see to it that
you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still
to come. 7 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various

places.” Matthew 24:5-7



The church at Thessalonica was dealing with a world seemingly gone
mad. Rome still occupied much of the known world. False messiahs
were a dime a dozen. They longed for the coming of the resurrected

Jesus. And they wanted to see him NOW!

I can’t say that I blame the Thessalonians. Recently I purchased a T-
shirt that says, “I Just Looked Outside to See What Chapter Of
Revelation we’re doing today.” Trying to make sense of a world gone
mad in 2025... a little bit of humor helps. My mantra has become “come

Lord Jesus,” much as the Thessalonians before us.

Depending on which Bible translation you read, the introduction to this
section of Paul’s letter refers to either the coming of Christ or the man of
lawlessness. As you read the letter you come to understand it is about
both. We hear rumblings about the Antichrist being among us and we
believe that means Christ’s return is imminent. The Thessalonians
believed the same thing. Paul felt the need to correct their
misunderstanding about Christ’s return, and their response to the news of

the day.

Just as in the days of the Thessalonian church, there are voices today
pronouncing the arrival of the Antichrist and with that the return of
Christ. Cults have grown up around prophecies about the end times.
Many people have lost their lives in the erroneous notion of what
“rapture” might be. Paul is adamant that believers are not to be swayed

by these many voices. I have heard current arguments that Antichrist



may not be a person, perhaps a movement, a political or religious

stream. Whatever Antichrist 1s, believers are to resist it.

In 1 Peter 5:8-9 believers were reminded, “® Be alert and of sober
mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking
for someone to devour. ? Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because
you know that the family of believers throughout the world is
undergoing the same kind of sufferings.” Pair this with Pauls’s words,
“So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the traditions

that you were taught by us, either by word of mouth or by our letter.”

In a world of 24-hour newsfeeds and technicolor tragedy, it is easy to
give in to fear. Fear is a tool of Satan and a friend of the Antichrist.

Paul in his letter to the Thessalonians warns believers about this fact:

Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not
come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is
revealed, the man doomed to destruction. * He will oppose and will
exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so

that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be

God.

[ want to pause here to share something that took my breath away as I
was researching and writing this message. When Paul wrote these

words his recipients would have understood God’s temple to be the



Temple in Jerusalem. The Jerusalem Temple would still have been
standing when this letter was written around 50 AD and would not be
destroyed by the Romans until 20 years later, in 70 AD. The Temple has
never been rebuilt. So, it would seem that in 2025 there is no Temple for

the Antichrist to enter... or is there? Please bear with me here.

In this exchange found in John 4, when Jesus met the Samaritan woman
at the well, he answered her question about where proper worship of

Yahweh should happen:

19¢Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 2 Our
ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the

place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”

21<“Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when
you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in
Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we
worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 2 Yet a
time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will
worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind
of worshipers the Father seeks. 2* God is spirit, and his worshipers

must worship in the Spirit and in truth.” John 4:19-24

Writing his letters to the churches post-Pentecost, Paul explains the shift
from a physical temple to a spiritual one. We read this in Paul’s first

letter to the Corinthians,



16 Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and

that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst? 1 Corinthians 3:16

The Holy Spirit had been poured out on believers who were now the

gathered Body of Christ, His temple - the Church.

This brings me back to our original letter to the Thessalonians. Paul
reminds the church that the lawless one, the Antichrist, is destined to
destruction, but only after he tries to set himself up in God’s temple.
We, the gathered body of Christ, are the temple he wishes to desecrate

and destroy. The good news is - God has our backs.

17If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that
person; for God’s temple is sacred, and you together are that

temple. 1 Corinthians 3:17

Jesus himself reminds us, saying:

“42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what
day your Lord will come. * But understand this: If the owner
of the house had known at what time of night the thief was
coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his

house be broken into.” Matthew 24:42-43



We will not know the time of Jesus’ return. We are to continue to live in
the hope of his imminent return, while living in the here and now. We
are to keep watch against the forces of evil that seek to overtake our
hearts with fear. Just as Peter needed to keep his eyes on Jesus as he
stepped out onto the waters, we too need to keep our eyes on Jesus, our

good hope and rescuer.

When we keep our eyes on Jesus, we can join with the Apostle Paul in

his testimony that,

“71 have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept
the faith. 8 Now there is in store for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to
me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have

longed for his appearing.” 2 Timothy 4:7-8

Praise be to God for his promise, confirmed to us in Jesus Christ.

AMEN

Lynne McMullan Allebach
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