
What is Just 
1 Timothy 2:1-7; Luke 16:1-13 

Raise your hand if you know the story of Robin Hood…Whether it’s from the numerous 

movies, books, or comics you’ve heard of Robin Hood and his merry men (or his merry 

band of thieves), who spend their time operating in Sherwood Forest, robbing the rich 

and giving to the poor. Robin is the hero that sets things right by undoing the injustice of 

the evil tyrant King John, and his notorious henchman, the Sheriff of Nottingham.  

We find ourselves cheering him on and applauding his efforts to ensure people are 

treated justly…It’s kind of interesting how we can celebrate Robin’s well-intended work in 

this legendary story from a time long ago. Yet if we take a moment to think about what 

the story is really about, would we still find it so praiseworthy? 

In today’s world, this would essentially be a story about someone who is armed and 

mugging and robbing people of wealth…wealth that they have legally earned. Yet, we 

don’t focus on those details. Rather, we are drawn more on the “do-good” aspects of the 

story. After all, it’s not all about Robin fighting those evil characters - the Sheriff and the 

King. Much of the story includes his efforts to seek justice for the poor peasants and serfs 

of his time. These were people who were stuck in a constant struggle – just to make ends 

meet. They were kept in place by their obligation to their local noble landowner. The 

amount they owed the landlord equaled most of what they were able to earn off of the 

land they worked - leaving them forever indebted.  

Yet from today’s understandings, would we find Robin’s actions so laudable? After all, he 

was, in effect, a serial mugger and robber, stealing the money and wealth from those 

who were better off, and giving it to others to whom it did not belong. While we may say, 

“that is true justice”, the reality is that Robin would be doing some serious prison time in 

today’s world, wouldn’t he? Even in the legend, the local legal authority, the Sheriff, is 

constantly seeking to apprehend him to pay for his crimes.  
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Robin Hood’s story is not that different from the manager in the story from Luke today. 

Like many parables, the surface meaning often is quite different than what we would 

arrive at if we look at it little deeper. And this parable is probably one of the most 

troubling and confusing in the Bible - at first reading anyway. After all, we have the 

manager of a wealthy landowner who, we are told, is not managing his boss’s resources 

well – he is wasting the boss’s money. Then when the manager hears he’s about to be let 

go for his poor performance, he works out another fraudulent plan with his boss’s 

debtors to reduce their debts - putting him in yet a better standing…with the debtors. 

Now, get this…the landowner applauds the manager for his shrewd actions…and Jesus 

goes on to pretty much imply that such fraudulent behavior is the standard we should 

follow...Kind of…Clear as mud, isn’t it?  

If we step back and look at the bigger picture, maybe it will shed some light as to what we 

are to make of all of this. Like in the Robin Hood story, the boss’s debtors were likely local 

farmers and merchants who barely got by. The deck was stacked against them, as they 

found themselves hopelessly indebted to the wealthy landlords. The landlords then took 

advantage of the situation allowing them to rack up even more debt. Which, of course, 

allowed the landowner to acquire more wealth - driving the peasant into deeper and 

deeper poverty… 

However, we’re not told how the manager was wasting his boss’s money. What if he was 

already “wasting is boss’s money” by giving price breaks and cooking the books all along 

making the business arrangement more equitable for those in debt to his master - just 

like his desperate attempt at the end to further win the respect of the landowner’s 

debtors…That might change how we look at this whole story. Just looking at his wheeling 

and dealing at the end gives us something to consider and a new way of thinking about 

Jesus’ conclusions on what is the right and appropriate behavior...  
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If we view this from the lens of “what is just” with the bigger picture in mind, our 

conclusions may differ from our initial impression…When Jesus talks about “wicked, 

unrighteousness, dishonest, worldly wealth” and “dishonest behavior”, we make the 

initial assumption that he’s referring to the manager’s actions. But what if he’s referring 

to the landowner instead? Someone who overcharges his clients in order to generate 

more debt - leading to more wealth and property for him, and at the expense of a decent 

life for those whom he deals with. From that perspective, we have more of a Robin Hood 

scenario to look at.  

With that viewpoint in mind, Jesus closing statement about the evils of money make 

more sense. But that stills leaves us with the question of “what is just” in this story? Is it 

okay to take matters into your own hands, like Robin Hood - like the manager in our 

parable today? Or is that stealing? The answer isn’t so cut and dry.  

Maybe that’s the point Jesus is ultimately making - we can’t serve two masters and be 

faithful to both. Those that seek more and more wealth - which always comes at the 

expense of others, have chosen the master they will follow - which is not God. So, are we 

to really resort to dishonest practices to rectify the injustice that the accumulation of 

wealth leads to?  

While this parable may seem to be a remote or farfetched example…our world today 

really isn’t so different. Surely the mechanisms are more complicated today than when 

this parable was written, but the basic process and results are the same. We still have an 

economic system that is based on achieving the maximum profit with the least expense - 

regardless of the consequences. We still have predatory businesspeople who spend their 

time seeking more and more wealth. And we also have people of privilege, and people of 

disadvantage where those at the top have opportunities that are never afforded to those 

at the bottom. 



4 
 

What is just? Are we called to be Robin Hoods that rob from the rich to give to the poor 

to make society more equitable?...We hear a lot about this now that we’re entering an 

election time. Words like “socialism” and “redistribution” become the buzz words for all 

that is wrong with some parties and candidates. But in reading what Jesus says about 

wealth, should “capitalism” and “corporate greed” be bad words as well?  

What is just? In the grand scheme of things, trying to solve the problem seems like an 

impossible task. How can we make a difference in something that is so big and so 

established in our history and culture? After all, this is how the world has largely worked 

for a very long time…But it doesn’t have to be that way. 

Jesus reminds us that the kingdom of God is drawing near, that we are to seek the 

kingdom in the here and now - “Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven” is our prayer. Phillip Yancey, in a recent article, used an example of how 

Christianity changed the Scandinavian countries of Norway, Denmark, and Sweden. 

During 700AD to 1100AD, these lands were the home of the ferocious and murderous 

Vikings - who practiced Old Norse Paganism and were known for their repeated looting 

and pillaging much of Europe over those 400 years. Yet, as Christianity spread over the 

centuries, they began to change. Now those same countries, Norway, Denmark, and 

Sweden, are places where they ensure the welfare of all their citizens, even welcoming 

many of the world’s refugees and caring for them. 

Luke 18:27 reads, “What is impossible with man is possible with God” or as I once heard 

someone state it,  “with God the impossible is possible”.  So, with God, how do we make 

the unjust, just? How do we make ourselves into the merry band of God’s people, who 

work at caring for the uncared for, making sure all have a fair shake?... 

Unfortunately, I don’t have a magical answer to that question. But that’s where this 

whole notion of being the body of Christ comes in. Individually we can only do so much, 
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yet we can do so much more together, with the Holy Spirit guiding us. The question is, are 

we willing to discern together what work God has for us? Are we willing to make the 

impossible possible through God? I’m sure if you lived in the time of the Vikings you 

would think nothing could stop the savage tide of those Viking invasions. Yet look at what 

happened. As we journey into another week, let’s really think about where our priorities 

lie…Which master do we really serve? And what actions are we willing to take to seek the 

work God has in store for our little part of the body of Christ. I hope and pray we have the 

faith and fortitude to seek that guidance to make the unjust just, and the impossible 

possible - putting our faith in the right master. Amen. 
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