
You are Gifted 

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 

 

Last week during Sunday school we discussed the notion of having a calling and 

the Christian life.  This week our Scripture readings continue along that theme as 

we look at how the Holy Spirit manifests itself in the giving of spiritual gifts.   

Paul, in his letter to the church at Corinth, is affirming the fulfilled prophesy found 

in Joel 2:28: 

Joel 2:28 (NIV2011)  

28  “And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and 

daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men 

will see visions.  

And promises made by Jesus before and after his resurrection: 

John 14:15-17 (NIV2011)  

15  “If you love me, keep my commands.  

16  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help 

you and be with you forever— 17  the Spirit of truth.  

 

Mark 16:17-18 (NIV2011)  

17  And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will 

drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18  they will pick up 

snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt 

them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get 

well.” 



Acts 1:5 (NIV2011)  

5  For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with 

the Holy Spirit.”  

 

All these promises were fulfilled on the day of Pentecost.  And now that the Holy 

Spirit had come, people needed to learn how to live into these special gifts. 

One of the first things the members at Corinth needed to learn was that all the gifts 

given – wisdom, knowledge, healing, miracles, prophecy, discernment of spirits 

and the ability to speak in and interpret tongues – were meant for the common 

good.  These gifts were given for the building up of the church, not the puffing up 

of those so gifted.  We might read into Paul’s letter that rather than using gifts to 

unite and build up, the members at Corinth were simply trying to outdo one 

another with their particular gifts.  

Another thing they needed to learn, was that the Spirit gives to everyone – Jew or 

Gentile, male or female, young or old, slave or free – as it so chooses.  This is 

where the analogy with the human body becomes effective.  The body cannot exist 

if it is only one organ.  Many different organs comprise the body and if one or 

more are not functioning properly, the body suffers.  The early Church, and the 

Church today, needs the gifts of a variety of people to function and flourish.  

Preachers, teachers, administrators, elders, deacons, secretaries, sextons, 

volunteers, and members in the pews, all have their part to play in how the Church 

can be successful in its mission to reach into its community for Christ. 

Let’s follow Paul as he breaks down this information for the church at Corinth, and 

for us as well. Perhaps the first thing for us to take note of is the triune nature of 

these gifts and how they are to be used. 



There are a variety of gifts, but the same Spirit. The Holy Spirit endows each 

believer with unique gifts to be used in service.  There are a variety of services, but 

the same Lord.  It is in service to Jesus that the gifts are to be used. There are a 

variety of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone.  

Having exalted Jesus as the head of the church and having sent the Holy Spirit to 

guide believers, it is God himself who is the final author and activator of these 

gifts. 

These gifts, varied as they are, are all meant to be used for the building up of the 

church.  Paul’s letter to the church at Corinth seems to be getting at the fact that, 

although there were many unique gifts active in the church, they were not being 

used for the building up of the church.  We are left to understand that members 

were trying to outdo one another with their gifts, leading to a cacophony of 

clashing voices drowning out the voice of God. 

When we believe that we are gifted, which we are, many good things can happen.  

At the same time, very few good things can happen if we believe that our gifts are 

somehow better or greater than those of our brothers and sisters and then try to run 

roughshod over everyone else.  Such behavior can lead others to believe that their 

gifts are not good enough and the church loses out when not everyone is exercising 

the spiritual gifts given to them. 

How can these spiritual gifts build up the church and serve the common good?  

Certainly, wisdom and knowledge will benefit anyone who seeks after it.  Who are 

the people you know that exhibit wisdom and knowledge?  Have you ever sought 

their advice?  Were they able to point you in the right direction?  There are many 

mature Christians who can offer guidance based on their wisdom and knowledge 

gained through study of the Scriptures and lives lived according to God’s word. 



Faith may seem like a no-brainer when talking about spiritual gifts.  However, this 

faith is likely more than the run-of-the-mill-go-to-church-on-Sunday kind of faith.  

The spiritual gift of faith is what made it possible for the apostles and early martyrs 

to face death in the name of Jesus Christ.  There are people today who have this 

kind of faith, who need this kind of faith, to give witness against oppression in 

various regions of the world. 

Gifts of healing and miracles may seem foreign to us today, especially considering 

what we read in the Scriptures.  Jesus would simply touch someone or speak a 

word and healing happened.  Can you think of anyone you know who has been 

healed by a touch or a word?  Probably not.  Does that mean these gifts no longer 

exist?  Absolutely not!  What would happen if we became more open to the 

possibility that these gifts are still present in our 21st century existence?  How 

might societies be changed when the power of the Spirit is released in this way?  

Pretty exciting to think about! 

Prophecy and discernment of spirits are valuable gifts that we probably are not 

tapping into as we could.  I think these two go hand-in-hand.  In the Bible many 

people would prophecy, but their prophecies were not always true.  When there is 

an ability to discern spirits, prophecies can be tested.  If they are tested as true, 

again the power of the Spirit can be released in the here and now. 

The ability to speak in tongues and to interpret tongues are gifts that the church can 

benefit from today.  On the day of Pentecost, all the people gathered in Jerusalem 

heard the word of God spoken in their own language.  There are people today who 

need desperately to hear the word of God spoken in a language they can 

understand.  At the same time, people who can interpret what is being said by 

others are needed to help build understanding among people, not just of different 

nations or cultures, but even from different classes of society.  There is a language 



to poverty that is not readily understood by those not in poverty.  There is a 

language of those living in addition that is not understood by those who do not live 

with addiction.  There are languages of those living in the margins for many 

reasons that are not understood, or even heard, by those who live in comfort. 

All these gifts exist to build up the Church of Christ today.  These gifts are given to 

EVERYONE as the Spirit chooses for the building up of the church.  Your gift, my 

gift, everyone’s gift is not given to glorify ourselves.  We are called to work 

together, first to discover the gifts we have been given, then to discern how God 

would have us use these gifts in service to Him and His people.  Think about what 

could happen in our community if all of us at Hatfield Church of the Brethren, and 

the other churches in the area, discerned what gifts existed among us and then went 

out and acted on those gifts. 

Suzanne Woolston Bossert, in her commentary on this passage, shares this thought: 

What might those movements look like today? It is thrilling to imagine how 

charismata (grace effects) might manifest. Instead of leper healers or 

miraculous multilinguists, what if we saw an emergence of gifted new 

visionaries and seers able to steer Christianity through the Whitewater 

changes of the twenty-first century? What if we saw the gospel 

communicated through compelling new forms by magnetic poets, 

storytellers, and artists? How comforting it would be if the diakonia 

(service) stream bubbled up through a new generation of spiritual 

practitioners, "panini generation" caregivers (caring for children and aged 

parents), ecumenical healers, and urban missionaries working the outposts of 

grit and need in neighborhoods near and far. Would we not again witness 

"deeds of great power" if God's energemata dynameon  surged through 

revitalized activists and peacemakers, collaborative influencers, and 



powerful social-media evangelists? 

 

What are your gifts?  How is God calling you to use the gifts you have been given?  

How can you join with others (the Body) to bring God’s Kingdom here on earth? 

Ask God in your quiet times to show you just what He is calling you to do and then 

act on it. 

I’ll close with this thought from Max Lucado, taken from his book, Cure of the 

Common Life: 

You play no small part because there is no small part to be played.  “All of 

you together are Christ’s body, and each one of you is a separate and 

necessary part of it” (1 Cor. 12:27 NLT).  “Separate” and “necessary.”  

Unique and essential.  No one else has been given your lines.  God “shaped 

each person in turn: (Ps. 33:15 MSG).  The Author of the human drama 

entrusted your part to you alone.  Live your life, or it won’t be lived.  We 

need you to be you. 

You need you to be you. 

You can’t be your hero, your parent, or your big brother.  You might imitate 

their golf swing or hairstyle, but you can’t be them.  You can only be you.  

All you have to give is what you’ve been given to give.  Concentrate on who 

you are and what you have.  “Don’t compare yourself with others.  Each of 

you must take responsibility for doing the creative best you can with your 

own life” (Gal.6:4-5 MSG). 

You are gifted by a great God who is calling you to use your gifts to make a better 

world for all of us to live in.  Discover you gift and then give it to your world.  See 

what the Spirit can accomplish! 



Spirit of the living God, we praise and adore you for empowering us to claim 

membership of the body of Christ, a gift received through the fullness of your 

grace. Empower us anew, we pray, with tongues of fire and hearts of love to 

proclaim the reconciling word among people. Remind us that we are all members 

of the one body and if one member suffers, we all suffer. May we, as the body of 

Christ in this place, be the best evidence of your love by declaring and witnessing 

to this as the year of the Lord’s favor for all people. We give thanks that all of us 

are Christ’s body, and rejoice in each one being a part of it. Accept our adoration 

and praise for these great gifts, we pray, in Jesus’ name. Amen 
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